
AABBOOVVEE:: April Cameron looks back as
she and husband Dustin Borotsik 

ride a tandem bike as newlyweds on
Saturday in Wasagaming. The 

pair were among the crowds at 
Riding Mountain National Park for 

National Parks Day, where admission
was free to all for the occasion.
RRIIGGHHTT:: Crowds fill the beach in

Wasagaming on a scorching hot 
Saturday. The high temperatures are 
expected to continue this week. FFoorr
tthhee  llaatteesstt  ffoorreeccaasstt,,  ttuurrnn  ttoo  PPaaggee  AA22..

(Colin Corneau/Brandon Sun)
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BY MATT GOERZEN

The Canupawakpa Dakota Nation plans to
regulate its own aboriginal tobacco sales, after
band Chief Frank Brown says the province was
unable to press forward with charges against
him under the Manitoba Tobacco Tax Act.

“The province has to make an agreement to
have jurisdiction in my jurisdiction first before
they can call the shots,” Brown told the Sun.
“We are doing this within our rights. It’s about
rights. It’s not about breaking Manitoba rules or
federal regulations or federal policy.”

Though details are somewhat unclear, Brown
was initially charged with illegally selling
tobacco products in 2009 under the act and was
subsequently summoned to provincial court.

However, Brown says those charges were
dismissed after four representatives from
Manitoba’s Department of Finance spoke to
him and his lawyer in person and learned that
the Dakota bands do not fall under any Canada-
First Nations treaty.

“I said ‘so what are you going to use to charge
me with?’ They told me to ‘go home and sell
your cigarettes.’”

Canupawakpa is one of three Dakota Nations
— including Sioux Valley and Dakota Plains
— that filed a claim in a Saskatoon federal court
alleging Canada misrepresented the Dakota
people as “American refugees” in the 1870s.

The Dakota are considered to have non-treaty
status within Canada, and live in this country as
wards of the Crown.

With no treaty governing the rights of the
Dakota within Canada, Brown maintains his
people have been left in a legal limbo under
Canadian law, and as such are not subject to
the laws of the province of Manitoba on their
own lands.

“I really wanted to be charged so it would go
to court and we could see what happens,”
Brown said. “But it didn’t go to court. They just
threw it out.”

» See ‘Regulations’ — Page A3

BY MATT GOERZEN

Brandon University and Canada’s
National Artillery Museum will join
an ongoing archeological dig at the
former prisoner of war camp in
Riding Mountain National Park later
this month.

In conjunction with CFB Shilo’s
RCA Museum, BU forensic
anthropologist Suyoko Tsukamoto

will lead a field school of archaeology
students at the park’s former
Whitewater German prisoner of war
camp starting July 25, as part of a
larger archeological dig conducted by
Stanford University historical
archaeologist Adrian Myers.

“Not only do our students get to
work on an interesting project ... it
will make immediate contributions to
our history,” Tsukamoto told the Sun.

At the same time, museum director
Marc George says museum staff will
conduct historic research on the camp
to complement the archeological dig.
And he’s asking the public’s help to
fill in some of the information gaps.

“We are going to conduct our own
research — artifact gathering above
ground,” George said.

From October 1943 to October
1945, the PoW camp held 450

German Afrika Korps soldiers who
were captured in Egypt after the
Second Battle of El-Alamein.
Whitewater was one of 40 PoW
camps across Canada during the
Second World War, which interned
37,000 prisoners in total.

The word “archeology” generally
conjures up images of exotic locations
and ancient civilizations. While it may
seem unusual to excavate such a

relatively recent site, Tsukamoto says
this kind of archeology allows
historians to improve their knowledge
of recently recorded events.

“It’s historic archeology, which
usually implies that we have some sort
of written record. But just because we
have a written record, it doesn’t mean
we have a written record of
everything.”
» See ‘Archeological’ — Page A2
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Students, RCA museum help with dig at former PoW camp
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MONDAY
Sunny. Wind becoming southeast 20 km/h in
the morning. High 32 C. Risk of a thunderstorm
overnight. Low 20 C.

TUESDAY
Sunny. High 34 C. Low 21 C.

WEDNESDAY
Cloudy with 70 per cent chance of showers.
High 29 C. Low 21 C.

ENVIRONMENT CANADA WEATHER

TOMORROW IS:

RECYCLING DAY 4

LUCKY NUMBERS

GET OUT OF OUR COUNTRY DITCHES
I have a beef with the lazy, dirty, stupid people who take their garbage and old furniture out into the country and dump it along lanes and

road allowances or on the prairie, when there is a landfill site available and for free; and I have another beef with the mindless, destructive
jerks who use their four-wheelers and dirt bikes to tear up the prairie, ditches, grasslands and dunes and harass the wildlife.

STOP MEANS STOP — NOT PAUSE
You people at Tim Hortons on Victoria Avenue had better learn to stop at the stop sign. It is terrible to see these people just ramming

through and not looking to see it anything or anybody is coming.

LET’S LOOK PRESENTABLE
What's happening with the Manitoba Highways going through Brandon? Old tires piled up south of the new bridge for weeks, haven’t spent

a cent sweeping 18th Street North, damaged and dead grass on both sides of the new bridge. I know they are busy but
that does not excuse their obligations to our community. North America is coming here for the national horse show and
they should clean their act up!

.
ROAD GONE TO RUIN

If you think Highway No. 10 is bad, try Highway No. 5 going south! Oh my goodness! We travelled out to Rock Lake
Christian Enrichment Centre the other evening, and this road was just atrocious! I absolutely couldn’t believe the
horrible state it was in. We had to repeatedly dodge major road damage. Whoever is in charge of repairing this highway
needs to take immediate action before someone is hurt travelling down this very bad, unsafe and dangerous road.

Now it’s your turn to SOUND OFF!

Seeing red? Got something
you need to say? 

Call the Brandon Sun
Sound Off line:
» 571-7435, or email: 
» soundoff@brandonsun.com

Your anonymity will be
respected. Just keep it
clean and short. Not all
submissions can or will be 
published, and we may
make slight edits. 

Sound Off runs every day.

SUNDAY NUMBERS
PICK 3: 8,6,7
EXTRA: 1,3,3,7,9,1,9

SATURDAY NUMBERS
PICK 3: 4,0,4
EXTRA: 2,6,6,4,1,9,9
6-49: 2, 12, 23, 35, 39, 49 BONUS 44
WESTERN: 5, 19, 21, 28, 44, 47 BONUS 13

PP HH OO TT OO   RR EE PP RR II NN TT SS ,,   CC AA LL LL   55 77 11 -- 77 44 55 11

WE’VE PROUDLY SERVED
WESTMAN SINCE 1882

• None reported.

PASSINGS

WINNIPEG — Winnipeg
police have arrested and charged
a woman in their investigation
of a rooming house fire that
killed four people.

Police said a woman was seen
using an accelerant to set fire to
the front porch of the north-end
house before fleeing the scene
on Saturday.

Three men and a woman died
in the early morning blaze and
two men remain in critical
condition in hospital.

Const. Jason Michalyshen, a
police spokesman, said
investigators are still exploring
motives for the alleged attack.

‘‘I can acknowledge that our
accused may have known at
least one individual who did
reside at that location,’’
Michalyshen said on Sunday.

Lulonda Lynn Flett, 40, has
been charged with four counts
of second-degree murder and
four counts of attempted murder
as a result of her alleged
involvement.

Fire officials said the blaze,
which began near the front
entrance, was climbing the stairs
by the time crews arrived and
was blocking an obvious escape
route.

Investigators have said the fire

is not linked to recent gang
activity in the city.

The investigation is being
continued by members of the
homicide squad.

Michalyshen said he isn’t
aware of any additional arrests
pending.

‘‘An arrest has been made —
we’re very pleased with that. But
obviously a very unfortunate
circumstance here,’’
Michalyshen said.

‘‘Certainly any support we
can provide to the families
regarding our involvement, we
certainly will do so.’’

Michalyshen said police have
been called to the house
numerous times in the past, but
he noted that since it was a
rooming house, it was likely that
many different people lived there
and the reasons police were
called would be varied.

Deputy fire chief Reid
Douglas said 77 firefighters were
involved in battling the blaze and
in the rescue effort.

Firefighters brought six people
out of the house, four of whom
have since died. Names of the
victims have not been released,
as police on Sunday were still
notifying their families.
» The Canadian Press

WHAT TO DO AFTER A COLLISION
Driving presents new challenges on a daily basis. What

happens if in spite of all your precautions you become
involved in a motor vehicle accident? 

The Highway Traffic Act requires the driver of a vehicle
involved in an accident to give written information to
anyone who was injured or whose property was damaged.

Here are some details that you should record:
• time and date;
• name, address and telephone number of other driver
• vehicle information, year, make and vehicle licence

number;
• witnesses names, addresses and telephone numbers.

When to call police:
• if any person involved has been injured;
• damage to vehicles or property exceeds $1,000;
• the other driver is uninsured or driving suspended;
• a driver is impaired.

Having this information recorded will assist with any
insurance claim.

To report road hazards or inquire about traffic matters,
contact the Brandon Police Service Traffic Unit at 729-
2345.
» Brandon Police Service

Continued from Page A1

This is the third season of
Whitewater excavations by
Myers’ team. When
Tsukamoto approached Myers
last summer about partnering
with his team and allowing BU
to hold a field school at the site,
she said Myers was “quite
agreeable.”

As a result, Myers gets extra
help at the site, and the students
get experience.

“From my perspective it’s
great,” Myers said. “I’m getting
essentially volunteers working
on my project and putting
labour into the research.”

Much of Myers’ research is
to piece together how the
PoWs lived. Detritus left
behind by the PoWs has
already been found a metre
below the surface. The
archeological dig is recording
features and recovering artifacts
lost and discarded by the
German soldiers.

Already there have been
some interesting results.

Since September, Brandon
University students have been
processing a large collection of
bones that were taken from
refuse heaps at the site last
summer. Students put in more
than 200 hours examining and
cataloguing more than 3,000
bone fragments.

The initial assumption was
that the prisoners would have
been fed various species of
animals that are found in
Riding Mountain, such as
moose or deer, which are found
in the university’s comparative
collection.

Much to Tsukamoto’s
surprise, the prisoners had a
largely domestic diet.

“These guys ate a lot of pig,”

she said. “I thought for sure
we’d have some other species.”

BU’s participation has been
sponsored by the RCA
Museum, which has taken a
particular interest in the
personal stories of the
prisoners, and the men who
guarded them.

The guards were essentially
veterans of the First World War
who were either too old or
infirm to take part in the
Second World War. While a

select few were posted to
locations in the Caribbean or
England, the vast majority
served in Canada as guards in
PoW camps and other sites
considered vital to the
government.

“Our mandate is to tell the
story of Manitoba military
history and a large number of
veteran guards were members of
the artillery ... Their story is not
that well known,” George said.

George hopes that someone

with intact historic items in
their possession from the camp
— which could be compared
to the unearthed artifacts at the
site — would either donated
them or allow them to be
examined. He’s looking for
anything of note, from
uniforms and pictures to tin
cans and bottles.

“If people are willing to
donate things or let us see
them, we can use them as
examples of things that come
out of the ground.”

But it’s the personal letters
between guards, prisoners and
their families and friends that
George truly hopes to find in
the process.

“We would so love to be
given copies of that
correspondence. There has to
be that information out there.”

Down the road, George
hopes to run a temporary PoW
exhibit featuring these artifacts
— those found during the dig
and any donated or loaned
items — once Myers completes
his work.

Museum staff members will
also be participating at the
Riding Mountain site to help
them become more familiar
with the archeological process
and help with the BU field
school.

Opportunities are available
for interested members of the
public who want to visit the site
and try their hands at
excavation for a day.

For more information about
BU’s field school and the
Whitewater project, go to:
brandonu.ca/archaeology-
field-school or
whitewaterpowcamp.com.
» mgoerzen@brandonsun.com,
with files from the Winnipeg Free
Press
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Woman faces murder
charges in Winnipeg fire 

» Archeological dig is recovering 
artifacts from former PoW camp

AABBOOVVEE:: The Whitewater prisoner of war camp in Riding Mountain
National Park. BBEELLOOWW:: Some of the German soldiers who were held
there during the Second World War. (Photos courtesy Parks Canada)
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